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WSDOT
1-90 Four Lakes to Idaho STUDY PURPOSE
Operational Study -

Identify locations and types of

Interstate 90 (1-90) through the Spokane area was crashes and other safety-related
completed in 1974, and since that time, the Spokane incidents occurring on 1-90 and

region has come to rely upon the interstate as an essential e cuel e ezl shiEeEn
transportation corridor for the regional and interstate 9
movement of people and goods. network.

As the region’s population has grown, traffic volumes have Work collaboratively with local
increased on [-90 through the years. Higher volumes, governments on near-term
combined with crashes, construction zones and other strategies for addressing safety

incidents have increased the operational strain on 1-90. and operational issues in the I-

The 1-90 Operations Study, sponsored by the Washington 90 corridor.
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), is

examining strategies for improving safety and managing
traffic flows on the 1-90 corridor over the next ten years.

Provide opportunities for
community input and feedback
as study information and

A Least-Cost Planning Approach findings are developed.
WSDOT uses “least-cost” planning principles to make
decisions about how to invest in Washington’s
transportation system. In this study, practical solutions that strategies to be implemented,
maximize benefits for travelers without adding new lanes to including timeframes, costs and
1-90 will be examined. benefits.

Recommend and prioritize
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In addition to heavy volumes during peak periods, many other factors affect
the safe and efficient flow of traffic on 1-90. Some examples:

Weather

Heavy rain, fog, snow and ice, and even sun glare can
create hazards for travelers, contributing to crashes or
leading to slowdowns as drivers react to changing
roadway conditions.

Planned Events

I-90 needs to efficiently accommodate a wide range of
planned events that are both short-term, such as
community events and transport of over-sized loads,
and longer-term, such as maintenance and paving
projects in the corridor.

Crashes

Traffic crashes can have substantial social, financial,
and health costs, and can significantly impact mobility
on the corridor. The [-90 operations study will
emphasize strategies for reducing the risk of crashes in
the corridor.

Other Non-Recurring Incidents

Many other unforeseen events, such as animals on the
roadway or disabled vehicles, can affect the safe opera-
tion of 1-90.




1-90 Existing Conditions

Mobility and Reliability Trends

During peak travel periods, motorists experience longer travel times on [-90. This trend is most
pronounced westbound in the morning and eastbound in the evening, as workers travel to and from
jobs in the urban core. Congestion and travel time reliability issues are more likely to occur during

these times.

AM - Westbound (8:00 am)

PM - Eastbound (5:00 pm)

Trip time through ﬁ ﬁ m Trip time through ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ
entit% corridor w?ch entitpe corridor wﬁh
no congestion 30 min. no congestion 30 min.
Same trip during Same trip during
peak congestion in: | <M, o, oy ¢ peak congestion in: | <M oy, oy, of
2012 31.8 min. 2012 33.7 min.
T e gpd e dlep e 3
2015 32.8 min. 2015 36 min.

Safety
The portion of 1-90 from the US-195 interchange to the eastern limits of the City of Spokane has the

highest frequency of high-severity crashes in the study corridor. The eastbound direction has a higher
crash rate than westbound. Exit 280—the Maple Street/4th Avenue/Walnut Street exit—incurs the
most crashes of all interchanges in the study area. Inclement weather conditions, such as ice, snow
or water on the roadway, are significant contributing factors.
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Stay Involved!
1-90 OPERATIONS STUDY TIMELINE

OCT - DEC 2016 JAN - MAR 2017 APR - JUN 2017 JUL - SEP 2017

CURRENT IDENTIFY AND SCREEN
CONDITIONS STRATEGIES

PREPARE CORRIDOR PLAN AND

IMPLEMENTATION METHODOLOGY FINAL REPORT

LEGEND: Public Open Houses

The 1-90 Operations Study will take approximately 10 months to complete, and technical findings will
be made available as the study unfolds. There are many ways to learn more about the project and to
provide comments:

Attend a public open house.

Find project information online at:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/planning/studies/i-90-four-lakes-idaho-operational-study

Send a comment letter to WSDOT Eastern Region Traffic, 2714 N. Mayfair Street,
Spokane, WA 99207

Send an email to WSDOT’s Eastern Region Assistant Traffic Engineer at
frostal@wsdot.wa.gov
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Contact
Larry Frostad, PE

WSDOT Eastern Region Assistant Traffic Engineer
509-324-6194
frostal@wsdot.wa.gov

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Accommodation requests for people with disabilities
can be made by contacting the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Affairs team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll
-free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the
Washington State Relay at 711.

Title VI Statement to the Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s policy to
assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his or
her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT's Office of Equal Opportunity. For
additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non--
discrimination obligations, please contact OEQO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7082.




